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PAGE 01 KUALA 09218 050939Z 
ACTION EA- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-10 ISO-OO CCO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO 
DOTE-OO EB-08 H-01 INR-07 10-13 L-03 NSAE-00 
SP-02 OC-06 CTME-00 PRS-01 SS-15 USIE-00 USSS-00 
SY-05 FAA-00 WRDE-00 MCT-01 SCS-06 CA-01 SSO-OO 
INRE-00 /092W 

055172 050944Z/14 

OR050915Z DEC 77 
FM AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 1056 
INFO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
USINT HAVANA 
AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 

CONFIDENTIAL KUALA LUMPUR 9218 

E.O.l 1652: GDS 
TAGS: EAIR, MY 

SUBJECT: HIJACKING AND CRASH OF MAS FLIGHT 653 

REFS: A) KUALA LUMPUR 9173 (NOTAL); B) TOKYO 18601 (NOTAL 

1 . FURTHER TO REFTEL A, EMBASSY HAS CONFIRMED THAT MALAYSIAN 
MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE DATUK ALI AHMAD WAS ON BOARD MALAYSIAN 
AIRLINE SYSTEM (MAS) FLIGHT 653 THAT WAS HIJACKED AND SUBSEQUENTLY 
CRASHED. ALSO ON BOARD THE PLANE WAS CUBAN AMBASSADOR MARIO 
GARCIA INCHAUTESGUI MENTIONED IN REFTEL B. TOTAL PASSENGERS 

ON BOARD THE PLANE WERE 93 WITH A CREW OF SEVEN. MAS HAS 
CONFIRMED THAT THERE ARE NO SURVIVORS. 

2. ACCORDING TO EARLY NEWSPAPER REPORTS THE PLANE WAS HIJACKED 
BY JAPANESE RED ARMY (JRA) ELEMENTS. HOWEVER, THE PASSENGER 
MANIFEST OF THE PLANE ONLY LISTS ONE JAPANESE PASSENGER WHO IS 
A BUSINESSMAN KNOWN TO THE JAPANESE EMBASSY WHICH THINKS IT 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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DOUBTFUL THAT HE HAD ANY JRA CONTACTS. LATER NEWS ARTICLES 
HAVE NOT MENTIONED THE JRA. THE GOM HAS SO FAR REMAINED 
SILENT CONCERNING THE IDENTITY OF THE HIJACKERS BUT MAS HAS 
DENIED EARLIER STATEMENTS OF JRA INVOLVEMENT IN THE HIJACKING. 

3. ACCORDING TO EYEWITNESS REPORTS, THE PLANE EXPLODED PRIOR 
TO CRASHING. THERE WAS APPARENTLY A SECOND EXPLOSION WHEN THE 
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PLANE CRASHED. IT IS SPECULATED THAT THE FIRST EXPLOSION 
MAY HAVE BEEN CAUSED BY EXPLOSIVES CARRIED ON BOARD THE PLANE 
BY THE HIJACKERS. DEBRIS FROM THE CRASH IS QUITE SCATTERED 
AND NEITHER FLIGHT NOR COCKPIT VOICE RECORDER HAS YET 
BEEN RECOEVERED. 

4. THE EMBASSY EXPECTS THAT FIRM INFORMATION ON THE HIJACKING 
AND CRASH WILL BE SLOW IN DEVELOPING. 

5. AMBASSADOR CALLED MFA SECRETARY GENERAL 

ZAKARIAH TODAY TO EXPRESS CONDOLENCES AND TO OFFER ANY POSSIBLE 
ASSISTANCE. ZAKARIAH NOTED HIS THANKS FOR BOTH. 

MILLER 
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